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ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 EUR-12 EA-07 NEA-10 IO-13 ISO-OO SS-15 

DHA-02 VO-03 SCA-01 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 TRSE-00 AID-05 /103 W 

008047 

O R 221220Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1 1 1 
INFO USUN NEW YORK 2915 
AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 15480 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, VS, VT 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINSES REFUGEES - BOAT CASES 

REF: STATE 217215 

DURING CALL SEPT 22 ON ACTING VATICAN FOR MIN SILVESTRINI, 

WE CONVEYED ANALYSIS PROVIDED IN REFTEL. MONSIGNOR SILVESTRINI 
SAID THAT INDEED HOLY SEE SOULD BE PROMPTLY ENGAGED IN ORDER 
ASSIST IN SOLUTION OF PROBLEM, AND WAS GRATEFUL THAT WE 
BROUGHT ISSUE TO HIS ATTENTION. ALTHOUGH HE EXCLUDED DIRECT 
PAPAL STATEMENT ON ISSUE AT THIS TIME, HE SAID THAT VATICAN 
WOULD SEND CIRCULAR TO ITS NUNCIOS OVERSEAS WITH REQUEST 
THAT THEY DO ALL THEY CAN DIRECTLY THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS 
WITH GOVERNMENTS TO WHICH THEY ARE ACCREDITED AND ALSO 
THROUGH THEIR CONTACTS WITH CATHOLIC EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES 
AND CATHOLIC CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. HE SPECIFICALLY STATED 
THAT VATICAN WANTED TO BE HELPFUL AND THAT HE WOULD GIVE 
PRIORITY TO APPROACHES TO FIRST ASYLUM COUNTRIES. VOLPE 
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